The Story of British Diplomacy
lutism successively enabled Ferdinand of Naples and Ferdinand of Spain to trample under foot the Constitutions given to their subjects. Spain had become the headquarters of all that was reactionary in the Peninsula. Our ambassador at Lisbon reported an impending attack by the Spanish "apostolicals," as they were called, upon the institutions of Portugal. Not in the capacity of champion of political liberties, but in virtue of treaty obligations, Canning, in the December of 1826, sent English troops to Lisbon; for the time Portugal was secure against attack from Spain, or from the French forces by which Spain had been overrun. To Canning as a Foreign Minister Portugal owed much. He was not spared to witness the termination of the domestic difficulties that had begun for the country with the return in 1821 of King John VI. from Brazil. The rivalries that distracted the Portuguese court and nation were not composed till 1834 ; by that time four Secretaries of State had received Canning's portfolio. In its dealings with Portugal English diplomacy was under a debt to others than Secretaries of State. But for our ambassador at Lisbon, Lord Strangford, the King of Portugal, in 1808, would have thrown himself into the arms of France. Nor could the English representative in Portugal have dispensed with help which came to him not in the ordinary way of diplomacy. For it was from a Jewish resident on the Rock, Benoliel, Strangford had discovered Bonaparte's plot to bribe some Irish captains in the garrison into betraying to him Gibraltar. A day or two later he arranged everything for the court's departure, with its jewels, archives and insignia, for Brazil. Sir Sydney Smith has been
credited with effecting this splendid  emigration, but
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